Mark Bryson-Richardson

Deputy Head

Libya Unit 
Room K2.274

King Charles Street 
London SW1A 2AH

September 27 2011

Dear Mark
Thank you for sending us Sumita Thakur’s contacts and thank you again for your time given to meeting us in August. 

Following on from those discussions, we are writing to you again with concerns about the developing situation in Libya. 
We understand from yourself and others that the UK Government’s policy is that our armed forces are in Libya to protect the civilian population, and are not ‘taking sides’. We still have some questions about this given that the UK increasingly appears to be the air support for the National Transitional Council forces, even when civilians are suffering because of their advance. 
We are particularly concerned about two situations:

a) Reports from Tawargha indicate that 30,000 residents have left the city and will not be welcome back. We are sure you have seen the Amnesty International reports detailing their witnessing of abuse of those suspected of fighting for the previous Libyan government. This includes wounded patients being removed from their beds. 

There have been previous reported incidents from which it is clear that some of those fighting for the NTC seem to have a lack of awareness of the Geneva Conventions. Abuses of international law have clearly taken place on all sides; we are drawing your attention to these as these are the fighters that the UK Government – and UK tax payers - are supporting with their air power. 

When we met you were encouraging about having learnt the lessons of Iraq. We would draw your attention to the looting of hospitals and abuse of patients immediately after the 2003 invasion, at a crucial time when the Geneva Conventions could have been publicly upheld and set a better precedent for later actions.  

b) We understand that NATO aircraft have been bombing pro-Gaddafi positions in and around buildings of the new university and the city centre of Sirte, and that there are tens of thousands of civilians still thought to be in the town. 
It is in no way a defence of either side to note that one journalist has said “The fire coming from the middle of the city is very accurate, and it pins down those trying to bring this siege to a quicker end.” It is simply an observation that, given the way the conflict has developed, and knowing the well established risks to civilians of using air strikes in built up areas, it appears NATO strikes may be putting civilians at risk rather than defending them. 

We would welcome any assurances you can give us that this is not the case.
With best regards 
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Frank Boulton MD, FRCPE, FRCPath

Chair of the Board of Medact 
