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His Excellency Sheikh Khalifa Bin Ali Al-Khalifa
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Kingdom
The Embassy of The Kingdom of Bahrain 

30 Belgrave Square
London, SW1X 8QB  
                                                                                          
March 16th 2011
Your Excellency 

As an organisation of health professionals with extensive experience of health and conflict issues, we are writing to you to express our concern about reports of the actions of the armed forces at Salmaniya Medical Complex, which we understand is designed to supply the ‘best available Secondary and Tertiary Care Services to all Citizens of Bahrain’.

We would welcome your assurance that your government is doing all it can to respect the following articles of the Geneva Conventions:

· Civilian hospitals should not be attacked and should be respected and protected by parties to the conflict at all times (IV, Article 18).

· People engaged in the operation or administration of civilian hospitals should be respected and protected (IV, Article 20).

· Health workers should be allowed to carry out their duties (I, Article 19, and IV, Article 59).

· Consignments of medical and hospital stores and essential foodstuffs should be allowed free passage (IV, Article 23).

· Health services, public health and hygiene should be maintained (IV Article 56).

We understand that on February 17th there were protests at the hospital because of the death of a protester. We have read reports that there were security problems at the hospital following the withdrawal of 24 Ministry of Interior Guards early in the morning of March 16th. We now understand that the armed forces have formed a ring round the Salmaniya Medical Complex and no-one – including those who are sick or injured, or those delivering medical supplies – can get in or out. 

As health professionals we can clearly imagine the difficulties that the blockade of the Complex is causing for staff to both treat patients and save lives. We are also very concerned about what is happening to the sick and injured who cannot now reach the hospital. We do not understand why the Bahraini forces initially failed to ensure that the hospital could continue to function, and now appear to have stopped it functioning altogether. 

I very much look forward to hearing from you and we would be more than happy to meet with you to discuss these issues. 

Yours sincerely 
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Frank Boulton MD, FRCPE, FRCPath

Chair of the Board of Medact
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