OPEN LETTER TO:

His Excellency Sheikh Khalifa Bin Ali Al-Khalifa
Ambassador of the Kingdom of Bahrain to United Kingdom
The Embassy of The Kingdom of Bahrain

30 Belgrave Square
London, SW1X 8QB  


August 11th 2011

Your Excellency 

As an independent organisation of health professionals, we are writing from Medact to express our grave concerns about the following breaches of medical neutrality and international law. Since February & March 2011 the Bahraini Government and its armed forces have:
· Prevented access to health facilities by wounded persons

· Attacked paramedics, doctors and nurses attempting to carry out their professional duty of caring for the injured

· Attacked ambulances and controlled their movement for other than medical purposes

· Allowed armed gangs to attack health workers and prevent them from treating the injured

· Surrounded and taken control of health facilities, impeding access for ambulances, patients and medical staff

· Forcibly moved patients for other than their medical needs and interfered with their treatment 

· Punished health workers for speaking out about human rights violations; we would remind you that the first duty of health professionals is to their patients, and speaking out about such violations is part of their professional duty. 

We enclose the joint statement by the World Medical Association and the International Council of Nurses on this issue and the relevant articles of international law. 

Medact urges you, as a representative of your Government, to release all remaining health professionals detained for carrying out their professional duties, and to ensure that the health professionals have access to lawyers, relatives and medical treatment and that any confessions obtained under torture are not admitted as evidence. 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss these matters with you.  We would also point out that we have as yet received no reply to our previous letters.  

Yours sincerely 
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Frank Boulton MD, FRCPE, FRCPath

Chair of the Board of Medact

Articles of the Geneva Conventions that have been violated in Bahrain in 2011:

· Civilian hospitals should not be attacked and should be respected and protected by parties to the conflict at all times (IV, Article 18)

· People engaged in the operation or administration of civilian hospitals should be respected and protected (IV, Article 20)

· Health workers should be allowed to carry out their duties (I, Article 19, and IV, Article 59)

· Consignments of medical and hospital stores and essential foodstuffs should be allowed free passage (IV, Article 23)

· Health services, public health and hygiene should be maintained (IV Article 56).

