Hon. Minister Nimal Siripala de Silva

Minister of Health 
Ministry of Healthcare & Nutrition 

Colombo

[Date] 2009
Honourable Minister and President of the 62nd World Health Assembly
I am writing to you [as a health professional]  [on behalf of Medact – an organisation of health professionals with extensive experience in health and conflict] – to express my grave concern about the continued detention of Dr.T.Sathiyamoorthy, Dr.Varatharajah and Dr.Shanmugarajah. 
I feel sure you will understand the duty of health professionals to treat the sick and wounded whoever and wherever they are, which these doctors have selflessly did during the recent conflict in Mullaitivu. 
Despite this we understand they have been detained since 15 May 2009. We ask you to use your influence for them to be immediately released. 
Failing this we request that they be given immediate and unrestricted access to lawyers of their choice and be promptly brought before an independent court where they may challenge their detention.
Our broader request is also related to health: that humanitarian organisations should be given unhindered access to all those displaced and effected by the conflict, and that all those displaced and otherwise effected be allowed freedom of movement to return home (allowing for de-mining activities) and to reunify with other members of their family and community. As a health professional we feel sure you will understand the importance of this for both physical and mental well-being. 
I very much look forward to hearing from you

Yours sincerely 
