January 2011
RE: NHS White Paper 

Dear 
I am writing to share my deep concerns about the ongoing reforms to the NHS as outlined in the recent NHS White Paper and in the Health and Social Care Bill presently before Parliament. I am very worried that these reforms are taking the NHS in a direction that is negative for the health of patients and the health of the nation, and further along the road to privatisation. 
Here I raise just three of my concerns. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss these and others with you in person. 

As a potential patient and as a health professional I am very concerned about the potential conflicts of interest that the formation of GP consortia will create. These mean that GPs will be responsible for both decisions about the health care of their patients, and patient level financial decisions, in an environment in which keeping down costs will be rewarded. This is very different from a health professional fighting for more resources for her patients collectively and within nationally agreed procedures.

The language of choice has been misused in the promotion of these reforms. The concept of choice has been presented in a way that assumes that everyone – whatever their income and circumstances – has sufficient knowledge, resources (including time) and opportunity to make a choice. It assumes that it is acceptable for some people to be left with the ‘wrong’ choice of services, but makes it clear there will be no bail outs when Trusts or GP Consortia ‘fail’. What will happen to affected patients in this case is not clear. 
The Health and Social Care Bill, and the NHS White Paper that preceded it, openly back a free market model for our health care which will be open to any willing provider, subject to UK Competition Law, and which - as a for-profit model - is totally inappropriate for the NHS. It is unclear what would happen to less ‘profitable’ services which hospitals could stop providing altogether, leaving vulnerable groups to travel further and wait longer for treatment. There are also plans to remove restrictions on the income that can be made from private patients, enabling queue jumping. This is just one of the many ways the proposed reforms would increase health inequalities.
I look forward to hearing from you 
With sincere regards
