JMpedact

challenging barriers to health

Statement from Medact on the Court of Appeal Judgment on entitlement to
healthcare, issued today:

Moyra Rushby, Refugee Health Coordinator at Medact said: ‘Medact regrets that the judgement
about entitlement to healthcare by Justice Mittings in April 2008 has been overturned.

‘Many people, including failed asylum seekers, are unable to return to their countries of origin.
Insisting that hospitals charge impoverished people may deter them from seeking healthcare and
could result in greater expense to the health service when their condition deteriorates. We reject
the use of healthcare as a means of managing immigration.

'However Medact welcomes the appeal court’s ruling that all patients, irrespective of their
immigration status, who need urgent or immediate healthcare, should receive it.

'Health professionals must be able to carry out their ethical duty to provide care for sick people
rather than to have to administer immigration laws.

The NHS must be able to treat patients both to avoid unnecessary suffering and in the interests of
public health'.

ENDS

Medact is a UK charity for global health, working on issues related to conflict, poverty and the
environment
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