Sir: In the heated debate around the present tragic situation in the Middle East, the pattern of the numbers killed stands out most startlingly. From 12th to 20th July, 315 deaths have been reported in Lebanon and 29 in Israel. The proportion of civilian casualties is far higher in Lebanon, and UN reports indicate that almost a third of the dead and wounded are children. The military killed in Lebanon include over 20 from the Lebanese army who the G8 say should be in control. Among the Israeli fatalities, the deaths of two Isaeli/Arab children in Nazareth are particularly poignant.

Quite apart from the obvious destruction of infrastructure (45 bridges according to the Lebanese Minister of Finance as reported in the Independent of 20th July), massive disruption will have disastrous consequences for survival. How will the mother in obstructed labour be taken to hospital if the fuel depot has been destroyed? How will vaccines be kept cold when power supplies falter? The Minister is also quoted as saying that approximately 60,000 families - 500,000 people - have been displaced. The consequences to health and well being of the mass forced displacement currently taking place have been only too sadly experienced over and over again from similar situations throughout the last hundred years .

The responsible powers – whoever they be – should not be ignoring the disproportionate nature of the current Lebanese/Israeli tragedy.

Dr Frank Boulton
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